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At, this volume attests, the psychology of gender comprises a rich array 
of topics pursued by top-notch researchers drawing on the Jarest theories 
and using the most sophiscic<lted methodologies. The psychological 
study of gender has dearly come of age. No longer the concern of a 
handful of researchers, the psychology of gender embraces researchers 
from across the domain of psychology. No longer regarded as an upstart 
or an area of quesrjonable legitimacy, the study of the psychology of 
gender is nnw accepted as a serious scholarly pursuit. No longer viewed 
as stridently political, the p~,.ychology of gender has entered the scicnci fie 
mainstream. But aU this expansion, acceptance, and growing coherence 
should nOt be taken to mean that all the issues prompting tlle rise of the 
field have now been settled. 

In what 10110ws, we discuss several issues that were instigated by the 
chapters in this volume. These issues, however, are nor unique to these 
chapters but, we believe, hHve applicability across the domain of the psy­
chology of gender. SpecificaJly, we draw attention to four issues. First, 
we Look at the changes in content of the psycholob'Y of gemder, specifi­
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cally, with reference to observing the increased presence of theory, the 
greater prevalence of biology, and the diminution of feminist politics. 
Second, we take a close look at terminology in order to determine 
whether word choice provides information about the tacit beljef systems 
that continue to link sex with biological processes and gender with 
sociocultural processes. Third, we note the persistence of between-sex 
comparisons, which cominue to be the ce.ntral focus in general for psy­
chologists interested in gender. Finally, we tCIterate the poine that be­
cause geuder processes necessarily operate in conjunction with otber so­
cial categories (e.g., race, class, and age), investigators should attend 
more to these and other situarion and group interacrions. 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CENOER:
 
PAST AND PRESENT
 

Tbe psychology of gender tOday subsumes a diverse collection of topics, 
questions, methods, and political underpinnings. Everytbing from hor­
monal and generic .inflnences on sex dille-rences to societal conditions af­
fecting gender inequality is included. This second edition of The Psy­
cholOgy of Gender mirror~ this far-rangillg collection of topics. For 
example, Hampson and Moffat (Chapter 3) ask how n::prodllctive hor­
mones affect sex differences in behavior, and answer the question hy 
drawing on evidence from both animal and human studies. Ridgeway 
and BOLUg (Chapter 10) examine the ways that gender-linked status be­
liefs create power inequities between men and women, and investigate 
these links with social psychological experiments. 

Perspectives and Trends 

As the field of the psychology of gender has expanded, so too have the 
attempts to characteriz.e how it has developed (e.g., Banaji, '1993; 
Cra wford & Marecek, ] 989; Deaux, 1984; Deaux & LaFrance, 1998; 
Unger, 1998. 20(H; Wtst & Zimmerman, 1987). Most researchers agree 
rhat the earliest tack taken by psychologists in the study of gender fo­
clIsed on the ways that men and women differ or are similar to each 
other. At leasr early 00, this approach sometimes led CO seeing women as 
a problem, and somewhat later it led to seeing women as special 
(Crawford & Marecek, 1989). The "woman as problem" focus docu­
mented the ways in \'ihich women appeared to be deficient relative to 
men. For example, researchers in achievemenr motivation sought to un­
derstand why women nave a "fear of success" (Horner, 1972). Gilligan's 
(1984) description of women's unique ethic of care exemplifies the 
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